in the more accurate recognition of the earliest manifestations of disease. By none will those discoveries be more cordially welcomed than by members of the surgical profession, who have for long realised that successful surgery was largely dependent on early diagnosis and early radical treatment of the diseases that fall within their province.
In seeking for the earliest manifestations of disease there would appear to be two Schools of thought?those who rely mainly on the subjective sensations of the patient, such as the incidence of pain, its nature and distribution ; and those who pin their faith to the detection by physical means of some departure from the anatomical standard of structure or contour of the healthy human body, or alteration in its normal physiological mechanism. The former I would call the Idealists, and the latter, of whom I would claim to be one, the Materialists of medicine.
Failure in the surgical diagnosis of renal disease is usually due to an omission to employ the most appropriate method for its recognition. These methods are, however, now so numerous and certain of them not devoid of danger that it is essential to make a judicious selection of the most suitable, based on the clinical findings of the case.
The difficulties of detecting a needle in a hay-stack are entirely dependent on the method employed. The solution of the problem is comparatively simple, if you will provide the necessary X-ray equipment and a Mackenzie-Davidson localiser. The problem before us this evening, succinctly, is this?when must we X-ray the hay-stack and how can it best be done?
The first question that arises is, what are the subjective symptoms or gross physical signs which warrant a detailed investigation of the genito-urinary system being carried out ?
I do not wish to belittle the value of the patient's narrative in many cases, nor do I wish to cast doubts upon the value of that most valuable, but almost indefinable aid to diagnosis, the clinical instinct of the able physician, but at the same time I think it must be conceded that their greatest value is in carrying us to the threshold of discovery, the exact and accurate final diagnosis being largely achieved by instrumental aid.
(1) The 
